Understanding Washington State Auto Insurance Requirements

Driving in Washington State comes with responsibilities, including maintaining proper auto
insurance coverage. State law requires all residents who drive to carry liability insurance.
This coverage helps pay for injuries or damage you cause to other people or their property
in an accident.

Minimum Liability Coverage

Washington’s minimum required liability insurance limits are 25/50/10, which means:
e $25,000 for bodily injury per person
o $50,000 for bodily injury per accident
« $10,000 for property damage per accident

These minimum limits are designed to provide a financial safety net. However, they’re often
just a starting point, not necessarily enough protection for today’s costs.

Why Minimum Coverage May Not Be Enough

The costs of auto accidents have been steadily rising. According to
SeattleWAAccidentLawyer.net, the average property damage payout on an auto claimin
Washington is between $5,000 and $20,000, well above the $10,000 minimum property
damage coverage. Add in the fact that vehicles are more expensive than ever, and repair
costs for labor, parts, and materials continue to climb, and it’s easy to see how minimum
limits may fall short.

If your insurance isn’t enough to cover damage or injuries you’re responsible for, the
remaining costs could come out of your pocket. This could mean being sued, having your
assets atrisk, or even facing wage garnishment to pay the difference.

Higher Liability Limits Can Offer Greater Peace of Mind

Fortunately, carriers offer a variety of higher liability limit options to better protect you.
Many drivers in Washington choose limits such as 100/300/50 or higher to reflect the true
costs of modern accidents. A quick conversation with your insurance agent can help you
find a policy that fits your needs and your budget.

Additional Coverages to Consider

Beyond liability insurance, there are other coverages available to give you more protection
and peace of mind:



e Uninsured/Underinsured Motorist (UM/UIM): Provides coverage if you or your
passengers are injured, or your vehicle is damaged by someone who doesn’t have
enough insurance or no insurance at all.

e Personal Injury Protection (PIP): Helps pay medical expenses, lost wages, and
more, regardless of who was at fault. This coverage can even apply if you were a
pedestrian or cyclist at the time of the accident.

e Comprehensive Coverage: Protects your car against non-collision events such as
theft, vandalism, glass damage, or hitting a wild animal.

e Collision Coverage: Pays for damage to your vehicle from an at-fault accident or
collision with another object.

Protecting Yourself and Your Family

Carinsurance isn’t just about meeting a state requirement; it’s about safeguarding your
financial future and your family’s well-being. Choosing higher limits and adding optional
coverage can give you confidence that you’re protected if the unexpected happens.

The Bottom Line

Now that you know more about Washington State’s minimum insurance requirements and
the additional coverage available, take a few minutes to review your policy. Contact your
insurance agent to discuss your options, explore higher liability limits, and select coverages
that fit your lifestyle. The right policy can help protect you, your family, and your assets
today and in the future.



